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A taxonomy hosted by XBRL International MUST follow the XBRL International namespace and file naming convention.  The convention is set out below.  A taxonomy hosted elsewhere SHOULD follow these rules.  An Approved taxonomy MUST also follow any additional rules imposed by official guidelines for that type of taxonomy.

1. Taxonomy owners must use a targetNamespace that is an XBRL International style URI for the final version of their taxonomy.

The target namespace must be an absolute URI representing a hierarchy having at least these levels:

· Jurisdiction;

· Reporting type;

· Accounting type;

· Industry;

· Version date.

This may either be a URN or a generic URI; generic URI syntax describes a URI as:

<scheme>://<authority><path>?<query>

Because all components except scheme may be absent from a particular URI, in BNF this becomes:

scheme '://' {authority}? {path}? {'?' query}?

The restrictions imposed by this rule when the target namespace is a generic URI are as follows:

The scheme may be any widely recognised generic URI scheme such as http, https or ftp.

There must be an authority component. The authority MUST be server-based.  URI syntax describes a server-based authority as:

<userinfo>@<host>:<port>

Or in BNF,

{userinfo '@'}? host {':' port}?

The host MUST be a domain name controlled by the authority issuing the taxonomy; the userinfo and port parts are optional.

Examples of authorities and controlled names are:

Name
Authority

www.xbrl.org
XBRL International

xbrl.iasb.org
IASC Foundation

The path must be present and must follow this pattern:

/jurisdiction/reportingType/accountingType/industry/{qualifier/}*versionDate

In BNF:

'/' jurisdiction '/' reportingType '/'accountingType '/' industry '/' {qualifier '/'}* versionDate

The components are defined as follows.

Component
Definition
Non-normative Examples

jurisdiction
Indicates the jurisdiction abbreviation.  Typically, jurisdictions should be the IANA country code of the jurisdiction where possible.
· int – International

· us – United States

· de – Germany

reportingType
The report type.  
· br – Business Reporting

· fr – Financial Reporting

accountingType
The type of accounting.
· ifrs – International Financial Reporting Standards

· gaap – Generally Accepted Accounting Principles

· tax – Tax based reporting

industry
The industry scope of the taxonomy.
· ci – Commercial and Industrial entities

· basi – Banking and Savings Institutions

· gp – General Purpose

· nfp – Not-for-Profits

qualifier
Any other qualifier more granular than jurisdiction, etc.
· Language codes (en, fr-ca)

· Regulatory form identifier (ffiec031, ct600)

versionDate
The release date of the taxonomy in ISO8601 format (CCYY-MM-DD).  
· 2004-10-19

The query must be empty.

When the target namespace is a URN the same hierarchical components must be present in the same order.

2. Each unique taxonomy schema target namespace must have a namespace prefix of one to twelve characters, which will be its recommended namespace prefix.

The recommended namespace prefix SHOULD suggest the distinct scope and purpose of the concepts defined within that namespace.  For example:

Example
Meaning

int-gcd
International Global Common Document concepts

ifrs-gp
IFRS General Purpose concepts

us-gaap-ci
US GAAP Commercial and Industrial concepts

au-ifrs-gp
Australian IFRS extensions

au-gcd
Australian Common Document concepts

The default prefix must be the only prefix used in any importing taxonomy schema which is compliant with these requirements.

3. A taxonomy that supersedes an existing version of itself MUST use the date portion of its namespace URI to identify the new version.

The date may be the date of anticipated publication, date of the end of the comment period, or any other significant date which disambiguates the version in question from prior and subsequent versions.  At this time, there is no taxonomy element to express the linkage between two versions of a taxonomy other than this naming convention.

4. Taxonomy file names MUST use the recommended namespace prefix and identifying date in their names.

Taxonomy file names MUST follow the pattern:

Schema files
{recommendedNamespacePrefix}-{date}.xsd

Linkbase files
{recommendedNamespacePrefix}-{date}-{linkbasetype}{‑qualifier}*.xml

Label Linkbase files
{recommendedNamespacePrefix}-{date}-label{‑language}{-qualifier}*.xml

The {-qualifier} MUST NOT be used for any linkbase which is the “default” linkbase, as for example a presentation linkbase intended for use in presenting the taxonomy.

Examples of filenames with qualifiers:

Filename
Meaning

ifrs-gp-2004-06-15.xsd
IFRS-GP schema

us-gaap-ci-2002-10-15.xsd
US-GAAP-CI schema

Us-gaap-ci-2002-10-15-labels.xml
US-GAAP-CI (default English) label linkbase

us-gaap-ci-2003-12-25-labels-sp.xml
US-GAAP-CI Spanish label linkbase

A linkbase may have an existence distinct from the other taxonomy schemas and linkbases in its DTS.  For example, the Spanish labels linkbase of a US-GAAP-CI taxonomy may have an independent publication date from the schemas it refers to, and new versions of the Spanish labels may be published at any time.  The DTS whose starting point is that Spanish labels linkbase MUST nevertheless have a file name following the convention described in this rule.
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